
 

 

 

Welcome to issue 3 of our Trust newsletter! Our Trust continues to go from strength to strength as 

our children, staff and governors work together to ensure that the educational experiences that our 

children benefit from are wide and varied. Our schools are working hard to improve outcomes across 

all year groups and I’m pleased to say that our results at the end of the summer term showed that we 

have managed to do this in different areas across the Trust. We have carried out a review of the 

whole school curriculum at every school, involving teachers working together to ensure that we pro-

vide our pupils with a curriculum that is interesting, varied, challenging and closely linked to the com-

munities and localities in which we live. We want our children to know more and remember more and 

be responsible and kind citizens who make a positive contribution to society. 

Our Trust Student Council have renamed the house teams across all our schools. All our pupils are 

now in 4 teams that are the same across the Trust. This means that our pupils will be able to compete 

alongside their teammates when participating in Trust events. Our new teams are: Diamond, Sap-

phire, Ruby and Emerald! Well done to the Trust Council on managing this process so successfully. Our 

new Trust Council will be meeting this half term to set their new agenda for this year. Watch this 

space…! 

I hope you enjoy reading about the successes at each school. If you would like to find out more please 

do get in touch: info@halesvalleytrust.org.uk 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff for their continued hard work and commitment 

– they really do make a difference to the lives of our children. I would also like to thank you as parents 

and carers for your on-going support.  

Together we can ensure that we enjoy ‘Success for All’. 

Jeannette Mackinney 

Follow us on Twitter to find out what is  

happening across all of our schools.  
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Together 

This term, we have recruited our Junior PCSOs and 

since taking their pledge the children have been very 

passionate about keeping our community safe. With 

the support of our Community PCSOs, the children 

have been on patrol at the end of the school day, en-

suring that all motorists are parking safely at the 

bottom of the school drive. Any motorists who have 

not been parking courteously have been issued with a 

friendly warning notice in the first instance and an 

official warning notice if they continue to park inappro-

priately. Our PTFA have funded their uniforms so that 

the children can be involved in this community 

scheme. 

 

 

Aiming High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Restart the Heart Day 
 
In October, West Midlands Ambulance Service came 

into our school and taught 240 children the lifesaving 

skill of CPR. CPR is an emergency procedure that  

combines chest compressions often with artificial  

ventilation in an effort to save someone’s life. Staff 

and children were able to use the techniques needed 

and learned important knowledge and skills to help 

the community- let’s hope that we never need to use 

them!  

 
 
 

Good to be Green!              Caring 

From October, Lutley has been recycling lots more- a positive leap towards greater sustainability!!! 

With support from a Lutley parent and funding from the company that he works for (Armstrong Ltd), we have sourced a 

collection to recycle paper, card and plastics. New collection boxes have been placed throughout the school and they are 

collected weekly by our dedicated year 5 team. 

In addition to this, with the support of another Lutley parent and her colleague who runs collections for Terracycle (raising 

money for Mary Stevens Hospice), we have launched four collection schemes for:   

           empty crisp packets 

 used postage stamps  

 used plastic pens such as biros, highlighters, felt tips and whiteboard pens. 

 worn-out toothbrushes, electric toothbrush heads and empty brand toothpaste tubes. 

 

The Lutley community continue to be change-makers!  



 

 

 

Lapworth Museum 

Lapworth Museum became the focus for our      

dinosaur and geology experts this term. Children 

had an excellent experience exploring natural      

hazards and investigating how and why the          

environment has changed over millions of years. 

They studied fossils and the density of different 

minerals as well as developing their knowledge of 

precious gemstones and how they were formed. 

They even met Roary the dinosaur – but it was okay 

because he had already eaten his lunch!!! 

 

 

 

Duncan Edwards 

Duncan Edwards has been a prominent historical 

focus during this term. Children have deepened 

their knowledge of this memorable Black Country 

legend and understand that ‘The Tank’ was a car-

penter prior to becoming the greatest football of his 

era. Rose Cook, the founder of the Duncan  Edwards 

Foundation, paid us a visit and was interviewed by 

the children. We believe we have future reporters in 

the making as their open ended questioning skills 

were exceptional.  

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a very busy term so far for Hurst Hill children. Year 3 and 4 have been rediscovering their local area and learning 

about the Back Country and it’s legacy. Of course this would not be complete without a trip to the Black Country Museum! At 

the museum the children were able to explore using chalkboards instead of technology to record their work. They also en-

joyed visiting the canal and learning about the importance of barge transportation to the coal industry. 

 

 



 

 

 

Remembrance 

Woodside’s choir attended St Augustine's church  

remembrance service. It was a beautiful service that 

was enjoyed by all staff, children and parents. As 

always the children performed brilliantly and their 

behaviour was outstanding!! 

Newman University 

Three student teachers, from Newman University 
Birmingham, have been at Woodside working with 
children from Years 1 to Year 6 on a 'Creativity in 
Action' project.  Our children have recalled their 
knowledge of the topics they learned last half term 
and have produced a series of news reports, which 

can be viewed on Woodside’s website.  Please see 

our children's creativity in action!  

Community Day 

 

Children from Woodside Primary  travelled to     

Coventry to visit the Wasps netball team for their 

community day. The children had the opportunity to 

train with the teams players and coaches. What a 

fantastic  experience for our Woodside children! 

 

 

 

 

                    Music at Woodside 

 

The children at Woodside Primary School have been taking part in many music events over the last year. 

During last term lots of the children took part in a summer fundraising concert where they were able to perform in the choir,  

recorder group,  drumming group and as solos or duets. After the concert, we had a bake sale where we sold lots of lovely 

cakes and biscuits to the parents and children. We managed to raise £144.01 for future music events at Woodside. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 3 Local History Trip to Bournville 

On Friday, 3R went on a local history field study to 

Bournville where they were able to go on a tour of 

the village, looking at the legacy of the Cadbury fam-

ily. They were able to conduct their historical en-

quiry, testing and further developing their 

knowledge beyond the classroom. 

Using sources of evidence, they were able to       

visualise and explain the impact that the Cadbury 

family had and still has on our local history today. 

 

 

Well Being Training  

All of our Anti-bullying ambassadors have been             

previously trained by the experts from the Diana 

Award to enable them to fulfil their role as an ambas-

sador. 

This week they have working closely with Paul from 

Mary Steven's Hospice to receive further training 

around well-being using Lapal's 5 GREAT ways to well 

being (G-Give, R-Relate, E-Exercise, A-Appreciate, T-

Try). They will continue to work with Paul in their role 

as an ambassador to develop more well being         

opportunities for the children of Lapal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 New Library at Lapal Primary School 

The children returned from their summer break to a surprise new library that has been fitted in key stage 1 with brand new 

books and comfortable seating for our children to access to develop their enjoyment and love for reading.  

During the autumn term, we will also be having a new KS2 library installed...watch this space 



 

 

 

 

Sports Equipment 

 

Priory have collected 3 full posters for the Aldi 

sports kits! These have been sent off and we 

will hopefully receive our new sports          

equipment soon. This will hopefully provide 

Priory will over £350 worth of equipment for us 

to use in our PE lessons. Thank you to everyone 

who brought the vouchers in to school to    

support our pupils.  

 

Fireworks Spectacular 

 

In November we all enjoyed a  fantastic com-

munity event where our families and local resi-

dents came to share a bonfire evening with us. 

We all enjoyed a  great show of amazing fire-

works and crafts in our forest.  

Over 300 tickets were sold to the community 

and it community and it was a sell-out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PCSO Programme   

Our Junior PCSO programme is in its second cohort and the children have also completed a 

first aid course with the West Midlands ambulance team. The children were really engaged 

during the exercise and were well behaved throughout the visit.  The  children particularly 

enjoyed session when they administered the triangle sling! 

 

Harvest 

Priory Primary collected food during the Harvest period this term. We took part in 

a Harvest service with our new vicar at the local church and the families donated 

food items so that it could be distributed between the local  community to support 

whoever needed it during this time.   


