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1  Introduction 
 
1.1  At Lapal we believe that homework is an important part of a child’s education 
and that our children benefit greatly from the mutual support of parents and teachers 
in encouraging them to learn both at home and at school. One of the aims of our 
school is for children to develop as independent learners and we believe that 
homework is one of the ways in which children can acquire the skill of independent 
learning. It can also be a way of establishing a meaningful dialogue between home and 
school. 
 
1.2 Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. We also 
acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and 
development. While homework is important, it should not prevent children from 
taking part in the wide range of out-of-school clubs and organisations that play an 
important part in the lives of many children. We believe they develop their skills, 
interests and talents to the full only when parents encourage them to make maximum 
use of the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of school.  
 

 
 
2 Aims and Objectives 
  
2.1  The aims and objectives of homework are: 

 to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner; 

 to promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each 
child’s learning; 

 to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and to allow children to 
practise skills taught in lessons; 

 to research a topic prior to work beginning in class 

 to help children develop good work habits for the future.  
 
 

 
 
 
3 Types of Homework 
 

3.1 We set a variety of homework activities. In the Early Years Foundation Stage 
and at Key Stage 1 we encourage the children to read by giving them books to 
take home to read with their parents. We also ask Key Stage 1 children to 
learn spellings or mathematical tables as part of their homework. This work 
will not necessarily be written work it could involve playing number or word 
game as we want to try to make learning practical and fun. Sometimes we ask 
children to find information about a topic at home prior to studying it in 
school, this may involve a trip to the local library.  

 



 

 

Reception   
Children are not set homework in Reception but in order to support learning and 
work  we do in class they may choose to share the following at home; 
 

 Phonics sounds/words for blending 

 Reading books to share with parents, accompanied by planners for 
parents to sign and make any comments they feel necessary 

 School reading book on completion to share their success with parents 

 Continuation of work found in learning journals  
 

 

Years 1 & 2 
 

 Spellings related to the sounds being taught in school that week, and 
high frequency words. Spellings will be given out and tested on a 
Monday. 

 Reading books to share with parents, accompanied by planners for 
parents to sign and make any comments they feel necessary 

 Homework will be given to the children on a Friday to be returned by 
the following Wednesday. We will send English and Mathematics 
homework out on alternate weeks. 

 
 
3.2 At Key Stage 2 we continue to give children the sort of homework activities 

outlined in paragraph 3.1 but we expect them to do more tasks 
independently. We set literacy and numeracy homework on alternate weeks 
and we expect the children to consolidate and reinforce learning done in 
school through practise at home. In addition to this, when appropriate, there 
will be homework set relating to another area of the curriculum so that a wide 
range of topics can be further developed at home. 

 
 
 

 
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 
 

 English and Mathematics activities on alternate weeks. Homework will 
be given to the children on a Friday to be returned by the following 
Wednesday. 

 Spellings related to the sounds, spelling rules or letter strings being 
taught. Spellings will be given out and tested on a Tuesday 

 Weekly times tables/mental maths strategies  

 Home reading books to read independently or share with parents, 
accompanied by planners for parents to sign and make any comments 
they feel necessary 

 A piece of work from another area of the curriculum when appropriate 



 

 

 
 
3.3 Across the whole school, all written activities will be recorded in a homework 
book to ensure the work done is valued and taken pride in. 
 
3.4 Following the completion of homework, the teacher will provide feedback and 
make an assessment of the work which will inform the planning of future lessons. The 
teacher will monitor the completion of homework and inform the parent via planners 
or parents evening if a child persistently does not complete homework and hand it in 
at the required time. 
 
 
 
4 Amount of Homework  
 
4.1  We increase the amount of homework that we give the children as they move 
through the school. We expect Key Stage 1 children to spend approximately one hour a 
week doing homework, which includes reading with a parent. We expect children in 
years 3 and 4 to spend approximately 15–20 minutes per night on homework and 
children in years 5 and 6 to spend approximately 30 minutes per night. Once again, this 
includes reading, learning time tables, spelling and specific homework tasks. This is in 
line with the DfE guidelines.  
 
 
 
5 Pupils with Special Educational Needs 
 
5.1 We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We  
ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child. If a child has special 
needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute in a 
positive way. Where children have an Individual Education Plan (IEP), we refer to these 
when setting homework. 
 
 
 
 
 
6 The Role of Parents 
 
6.1  Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an 
important part of this process. We ask parents to encourage their child to complete 
the homework tasks that are set. We invite them to help their children as they feel 
necessary and provide them with the sort of environment that allows children to do 
their best. Parents can support their child by providing a good working space at home, 
by enabling their child to visit the library regularly and by discussing the work that their 
child is doing. 



 

 

 
6.2  If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the 
first instance, contact the child’s class teacher.  
 
6.3   We ask parents to encourage their child to follow the presentation guidelines set 
out in our marking policy. This is displayed in the front of children’s homework books  

 
 

 
7 The Role of the Child 
 
7.1 We believe that children should take responsibility for remembering to take 
their homework books, spellings and reading books home in order to complete the 
work set and remember to bring them back in to school on the due date.  
 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
8.1 The homework policy will be formally reviewed every three years. However, 
parents complete a questionnaire every year and the school will pay careful 
consideration to any concern that is raised at that time regarding homework. 
 
 
9 Equal Opportunities  
 
9.1 This policy adheres to all the principles, aims and objectives set out in the 
school’s Equal Opportunities and Race Relations policy and the Inclusion policy. 
 


